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October 9, 2018 

Michelle Mullin, Project Manager 

Dave Bartus, Interim Project Manager 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region 10 

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900, OCE-084 

Seattle, WA 98101 

Re: Rainier Commons Phase I Close Out Report – Supplement to Response to 

Request for Additional Information 

Dear Ms. Mullin and Mr. Bartus, 

We recently provided the responses and additional information that EPA requested in 

connection with your review of the Rainier Commons IPWP Phase I Close Out Report.  With 

respect to substrate testing, two of the samples collected came back with results at 1.1 ppm and 

1.6 ppm PCBs, just slightly exceeding the level allowed for wholly unrestricted High Occupancy 

use.  While these areas are Low Occupancy areas, under the PCB regulations, it was unclear 

whether the full EPA protocol for gathering these samples for porous substrate material had been 

performed, when those samples were first collected.  Therefore, Rainier Commons collected 

additional substrate samples from those two areas, co-located just adjacent to the original samples.  

The results of the additional substrate samples are non-detect for PCBs.  One sample is 

concrete and one sample is sandstone. The field notes and photographs documenting this additional 

sampling are attached hereto as a supplement to the Phase I Close Out Report.   

Please let us know if you have any additional questions on the Close Out Report. 

Very truly yours, 

RYAN, SWANSON & CLEVELAND, PLLC 

Jo M. Flannery 

Attorney Of Counsel 
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Location of previous concrete samples taken for the west elevation of Building 13 

*On this and subsequent photographs, the blue cast/tinting is an artifact of the photographic process 

and is not indicative of actual colors. 
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Cleaning of concrete substrate utilizing USEPA SOP for Sampling Porous Surfaces for Polychlorinated 
Biphenyls, Section 9.1.1 
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Collection of concrete substrate utilizing USEPA SOP for Sampling Porous Surfaces for Polychlorinated 

Biphenyls, Section 9.1.4. The retest samples were co-located with previous samples. 
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Cleaning roto-hammer bit after each sample to eliminate risk of cross-contamination between samples 
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Location of sampling area on Building ll's west elevation. 
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Previous sampling locations are identified by gloved hand. New sample to be taken just above the blue 

tape. Spacing between samples is for esthetic purposes. 
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Cleaning of sandstone substrate utilizing USEPA SOP for Sampling Porous Surfaces for Polychlorinated 

Biphenyls, Section 9.1.1 
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Collection of sandstone substrate utilizing USEPA SOP for Sampling Porous Surfaces for Polychlorinated 

Biphenyls, Section 9.1.4 




